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Winemaker’s Notes:   2020 Willamette Valley Pinot Noir 
 

Harvest: 
 

84% Belle Pente Estate Vineyard, Yamhill-Carlton, marine sedimentary soil, planted 1998 & 1999 

- Pommard, Wadenswil and Dijon 113, 114, 115 and 777 selections 

12% Aileron Hill Vineyard, Yamhill-Carlton, transitional diabase soils, planted 2014 

-  Pommand and Dijon 115 selections 

4% Maresh Vineyard, Dundee Hills, volcanic (Jory) soil, planted 1974 

-  Pommard selection 

 

Hand harvested Sep 21
st
 through 28

th
, average 22.5 deg. Brix and 3.5 pH 

90% destemmed, 5-8 day cold soak (42-48F) 
 

Fermentation & Aging: 

 

Fermented with vineyard propagated, ambient, and selected (BRG) yeast strains 

1.25 & 2.5 ton fermenters, punched down by hand twice per day 

Average total cuvaison 19 days 

Free run & light press wine (directly to barrel) 

 4% New French Oak  

38% 1-2 year old  

58% 3-5 year old 

16 months barrel aging with two rackings (barrel to barrel, and barrel to tank for bottling) 
 

Bottling: 
 

Gravity bottled June 10-12
th

 2022 (1% organic whole milk fining, unfiltered) 

1315 cases produced 

 

 12.7% Alcohol 

 5.4 g/L TA 

 3.65 pH 
 

Comments: 

 
Our 2020 Willamette Valley Pinot Noir leans heavily on our Yamhill-Carlton estate vineyard, 

supplemented with a few barrels from Aileron Hill and a splash from Maresh Vineyard.  The wine is 

more reflective of the beautiful summer of 2020 than the wildfire smoke that invaded the region in early 

September. With very little influence from new barrels, the wine reflects dark fruit aromas and is 

medium bodied on the palate.  Enjoy now and over the next couple of years with typical Pinot Noir fare. 


