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Winemaker’s Notes:   2019 Murto Vineyard Pinot Noir 
 

Harvest: 
 

100% Murto Vineyard, Dundee Hills, Jory soil (volcanic, Columbia River Basalt), 750 ft. elevation 

100% Pommard clone, self-rooted, planted 1978 

806 vines per acre, dry farmed 

 

Hand harvested October 1
st
 , 23 Brix, 3.45 pH, yield 1.5 tons/acre 

100% destemmed, 5-7 day cold maceration (44-48 F) 
 

Fermentation & Aging: 

 

Fermented with indigenous and ambient yeasts 

Maximum temperature reached during fermentation 92F 

1.25 ton fermenters, punch down by hand twice per day 

Average total cuvaison 19 days 

Free run & light press wine only (directly to barrel) 

 33% New French Oak (Remond Allier & Sirugue Chatillon) 

50% 3 year old  

17% 6 year old 

 

18 months barrel aging with one racking prior to assemblage 
 

Bottling: 
 

Gravity bottled June 9
th

, 2021 (unfined and unfiltered) 

150 cases produced 

 

 13% Alcohol 

 5.7 g/L TA 

 3.54 pH 
 

Comments: 

 
This was the swan song vintage for our Murto Vineyard Pinot Noir following the retirement of Mike and 

Robin Murto and their sale of the vineyard in 2018.  Since 1997, this old vine, high elevation Dundee 

Hills vineyard has been the source for many compelling single vineyard wines, which both delight in 

their youth and reward careful cellaring, typically reaching peak at 10-15 years from vintage.  The 2019 

growing season was classic Willamette Valley, reminiscent of the great, pre-global warming vintages of 

the 1980s (like 1983 and 1985) that put us on the map for world class Pinot Noir.  It is fitting and proper 

that we end our 23 year run with a year that highlights the cool climate complexity, finesse, and 

freshness of this great vineyard site.  Put some away to enjoy between 2029 and 2034! 


